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Abortion doctor charged

Pa. clinic operator
accused of killing
7 babies with scissors
By Maryclare Dell

and Patrick Walters
Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA - A doc-
tor whose abortion clinic was
described as a filthy, foul-

smelling “house of horrors” ;V
that was overlooked by regu- §

lators for years was charged
Wednesday with murder, ac-
cused of delivering seven ba-
bies alive and then using scis-
sors to kill them.

Dr. Kermit Gosnell also was
charged with murder in the
death of a
woman who
suffered an
overdose of
painkillers
while await-

Y e ing an abor-

J tion.
S In a near-
Gosnell ly  300-page
grand  jury

report filled with ghastly,
stomach-turning detail, pros-
ecutors said Pennsylvania
regulators ignored com-
plaints of barbaric conditions
at Gosnell’s clinic, which ca-
tered to poor, immigrant and
minority women in the city’s
impoverished West Philadel-
phia section.

Prosecutors called the case
a “complete regulatory col-
lapse.”

“Pennsylvania is not a
Third World country,” the
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Dr. Kermit Gosnell, who worked at the Women's Medi-
cal Society in Philadelphia, faces eight murder counts.

district attorney’s office de-
clared in the report. “There
were several oversight agen-
cies that stumbled upon and
should have shut down Ker-
mit Gosnell long ago.”
Gosnell, 69, was arrested and
charged with eight counts of
murder in all. Nine of Gosnell’s
employees — including his
wife, a cosmetologist who au-
thorities said performed abor-
tions — also were charged.

Late-term procedures

Prosecutors said Gosnell
made millions of dollars dur-
ing three decades perform-
ing thousands of dangerous
abortions, many of them ille-
gal late-term procedures. His
clinic had no trained nurses
or medical staff other than
Gosnell, a family physician
not certified in obstetrics or

gynecology, prosecutors said.

At least two women died
from the procedures, while
scores more suffered perforat-
ed bowels, cervixes and uter-
uses, authorities said.

Under Pennsylvania law,
abortions are illegal after 24
weeks of pregnancy, or just
under six meonths, and most
doctors won’t perform them
after 20 weeks because of the
risks, prosecutors said.

But prosecutors said Gos-
nell delivered many of the ba-
bies alive.

He “induced labor, forced
the live birth of viable babies
in the sixth, seventh, eighth
month of pregnancy and then
killed those babies by cutting
into the back of the neck with
scissors and severing their
spinal cord,” District Attor-
ney Seth Williams said.




