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There are conversations every day in our state and in our nation regarding pro-life positions, sanctity of life, pro-choice positions, abortion,
and reproductive rights. The emotions and division in these conversations have increased in recent days.

As pastors and ministry leaders in Greater Waco, we want to join across denominations, genders, ethnicities, colors, and languages to speak
with one voice as it pertains to the sacredness of all lives. We stand united in these truths:

Life has value, and every person has dignity because all humanity is created in God’s image.

It is God who puts us together, who knits us in our mother’s womb in wonderful and awe-inspiring ways.

Life begins at fertilization. At that time the gender, ethnicity, hair color, eye color, and other traits are already determined. This is
because an embryo is not a mere bundle of cells, it already has distinct, individual DNA that will be carried throughout life.

Every female embryo and every male embryo will develop naturally, unless interrupted, into a fetus with a heartbeat and the will
to live. Thus that embryo, fetus, and child need to be both treasured and protected.

A pro-life stance must mean more than the value, sanctity, and protection of human life in the mother’s womb. But it cannot mean
less.

We must, and will, make concerted efforts to care for children, single moms, and families in our city. From needed groceries
to crisis pregnancy counseling that esteems life, and from financial support to job and educational help, we acknowledge the
desperate need to do more to support a woman as she makes the brave choice to deliver a baby into the world.

We believe every Christian and every Waco church should place a high value on adoption and fostering, and that it is the role of
Christians to adopt or foster, or fully support those who do.

For a woman who has chosen abortion in the past, or for a man who demanded or encouraged abortion, there is a grace that
comes from turning to God through Jesus. His grace is more than sufficient to give a new start and complete forgiveness. Through
His cross and because of His love, Jesus is willing to pay for all our sins.

For a woman who is deciding today or this week on what to do with a recently discovered pregnancy, we love you and we urge you
to consider life. A great resource in our city is pregnancycare.org and they will lovingly guide you through your options. And our
churches are ready to receive you and walk with you!

We are in full agreement that this issue is complicated, filled with loud voices from all sides, and has been a source of great division in our
nation. We also believe that this is the right time for us, as Christian leaders, to make these statements to our city.

With love and care for each of you,
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