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Feeling alone beneath I-35
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over Interstate 35, but one
thing I won’t miss is the
sgular group of anti-abortion
stivists who gather there to
ave signs and solicit honks
om highway travelers. I
sspect their right to be there,
nd they may be perfectly
ice people, but I profoundly
isagree with their message.
Here’s what I wish I could
ave said to all the pregnant
eople who may have driven
nder the bridge through
1e years while these
emonstrations were taking
lace...
If you are excited to be
regnant, and you decide to
ave a baby, then good for you.
‘ou are making the decision
hat you believe is best for you. I
m excited for you! Best wishes
or health and happiness for you
nd your baby.
. If you are not particularly
1ad to be pregnant, but you
ecide to have a baby anyway,
hen good for you. You are
naking the decision that you
relieve is best for you. Best
vishes for health and happiness
or you and your baby, and
nay you find immeasurable
ladness along the way. If you
1eed resources, one good source
if information is the Healthy
Nomen and Children Coalition
vebsite: healthybabieswaco.org.
If you decide you are not
'eady or not in a good position
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to raise a child,

but you would like

to continue your
pregnancy, have a
baby and give it up
for adoption, then
good for you. You are
making the decision
that you believe is
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regarding your own
body and your own
life.

To me, this right
does not depend on
who you are or how
you got pregnant.
You may be married
or single. You may

best for you, and you be in a committed
are almost certainly BEAN relationship. You
bringing great joy may have met

to the family who THORNTON someone in a bar.
adopts the baby. Best Board of You may have
wishes on a healthy c (;a% ? gotten pregnant the
pregnancy and best ontributors summer between
wishes for you, your eighth grade and

baby and your baby’s adoptive
parents.

If you are pregnant, and you
do not want to be pregnant, and
you decide to go to a doctor and
end the pregnancy, then good
for you. You are making the
decision that you believe is best
for you. Best wishes for good
health and happiness the rest of
your life.

I may have my own opinions

. about which choice I wish you

would make, but ultimately
your decision is what counts.
It is not my right, or frankly
my business, to dictate what
you will do. I certainly would
not want you dictating what J
would do if our positions were
reversed.

I want you to do what you
believe is beést for you and your
life circumstances. I believe it is
your right to decide what to do

high school, or the night of your
senior prom, or in the middle of
your freshman year at college,
or the morning after your 40th
birthday, or any other time.
You may have no children or

10 children. You may have

been forced or you may have
been more than willing. You
may be rich or poor. You may
be a responsible person or a
total flake. You may be happy
or sad. Whoever you are and
whatever the circumstance, it is
your body and your life. I do not
believe it is my right, or frankly
my business, to dictate what
you will do with your own body.
I certainly would not want you
doing that to me if our positions
were reversed.

To me, this right is not
dependent on how far along you
are in your pregnancy. Yes, the
collection of cells growing in

your womb could become a baby
at some point, but that does

not mean it is a baby all along
the way. It is a baby when the
process is complete, not when
the process starts or even when
the process is halfway finished.
Even if you have carried

a pregnancy into the third
trimester before deciding to end
it, I believe that most likely you
have a good reason for making
that decision, and I believe

it is your decision to make. I
certainly would not want you
dictating what I would do if our
positions were reversed.

If you are driving under this
bridge and you see a bunch of
people waving signs and hear
people honking horns and you
feel alone and unsupported,
for what it’s worth, I want you
to know that I support you.
Make your own decision based
on your own best lights. That
is your right. I wish you a
lifetime of health and happiness
whatever you may decide.
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